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The Parish Church of St Nicholas, Chislehurst

‘An inclusive and welcoming community of faith seeking to know and share the love of God'
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St Nicholas6Parish Church, Chislehurst
Registered Charity No. 1131855

Annual Report

and

Financial Statements

of the Parochial Church Council for the year ended 31 December 2025

ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION

Rector
The Reverend Rachel Curley

Church Wardens
Annie Hanifin
John Grant

Parish Office

St Nicholas Village Hall
Church Lane
Chislehurst BR7 5PE

Banks

Barclays Bank plc
and

CAF Bank Ltd

Independent Examiner
Zachary Ramsden
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BACKGROUND

St Nichol as 6 withirrtlee hondos Bosough af Bramdey, and historically
within the county of Kent. There has been a place of worship on this site for over a
thousand years.

The current building dates back to the 15th century but was significantly enlarged in
the 19" century in response to pressing need as well as perceived opportunities for
growth and outreach.

As well as a place of constant witness to our faith in Jesus Christ, this parish church
has a powerful history connecting it to stories of exploration, invention, achievement,
and devotion both to God and to people.

Today we are still committed to that ongoing journey of evolution and growth i itis a
pilgrimage of faith, to which our built heritage stands witness. Upon the firm
foundations of the past, we rededicate ourselves and our church (the building and the
people) as a focus of inclusion, welcome, faith, and loving service.

The Parish of Chislehurst St Nicholas is part of the Bromley Deanery, in the Diocese
of Rochester, in the Province of Canterbury, within the Church of England - a member
church of the worldwide Anglican Communion.

The PCC is a body corporate (PCC Powers Measure 1956, Church Representation
Rules 2020) and a charity registered with the Charity Commission, number: 1131855
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THE PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL AND LEADERSHIP

The Parochial Church Council (PCC) is responsible for the maintenance of St Nicholas Church and

Churchyard, Southbeech in Old Perry Street, and the Village Hall in Church Lane.

Rector: The Reverend Rachel Curley i Chair of the PCC

Church Wardens

Annie Hanifin (Joint vice chair of PCC)
John Grant (Joint vice chair of PCC)

Associate Priest (PTO)
Revdd June

Reader with (PTO)
Peter Ridge

Licenced Lay Ministers
Theodora Chamberlain
Lynton Karmock-Golds

Members of the PCC:
NAME & Year of Office

Philip Wilson (23)
Jenifer Wilson (23)
Mark Wilson (23)
Lloyd Anderson (23)
Michaela Davies (23)

Barbara Russell (24)
Carole Gr ay (24)
Justine Grant (24)
Nicola Smith (24)

John Bernays (25)
Susan Brandon (25)
Joanne Papa (25)
Adrian Kerr (25)

Hur n

unt i | February

2025

ELIGIBLE TO STAND FOR RE -ELECTION in 2026

(ends at APCM 2026)
(ends at APCM 2026)
(ends at APCM 2026)
(ends at APCM 2026)
(ends at APCM 2026)

(ends at APCM 2027)
(ends at APCM 2027)
(ends at APCM 2027)
(ends at APCM 2027)

(ends at APCM 2028)
(ends at APCM 2028)
(ends at APCM 2028)
(ends at APCM 2026)

yes
yes
yes
yes
Standing down

Standing down
Standing down
N/A
N/A

N/A
N/A
N/A
yes

Co-Opted on 24 November 2025

7 representatives (1 vacancy).
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EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS OF PCC
Revdd RacHhHd&ectolCurl ey

Churchwardens
serve ONE-year terms of office up to a maximum of SIX consecutive years:

Annie Hanifin
John Grant

Representatives on Bromley Deanery Synod
Diane Moorman

Peter Ridge

Charlie Clark stood down on 24 November 2025

3 vacancies in 2026.
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Aims and Purposes

St Ni ¢ h oPlarackid@ Church Council (PCC) has the responsibility of cooperating
with the incumbent, and in the case of a vacancy the Churchwardens, in promoting in
the ecclesiastical parish, the whole mission of the Church, pastoral, evangelistic,
social and ecumenical. The PCC is also specifically responsible for the maintenance
of the Church, the Churchyard, and the Village Hall complex and grounds.

The Parish

The parish has a population of approximately 4000, across 1,500 households.

The parish also has a Church of England Primary School (St Nicholas), part of the
Aquinas Trust Academy of which The Reverend Rachel Curley is a member of the
AAC (Aquinas Advisory Council).

Risk Management

The PCC has budgetary disciplines in place to reduce financial risk and endeavours
to identify other risks which may prejudice the work of the church. Insurance policies
are maintained with Aviva to cover insurable risks, and their advice is followed to
reduce risks. The PCC oversees the Safeguarding Policy for children and vulnerable
adults. Arrangements have been put in place to carry out checks on people working
with these groups, in line with Diocesan guidelines. Like all Church of England
churches, safeguarding and safer recruitment are paramount. The PCC is committed
to ensuring that our church and hall are safe places for all who use them. For more
detailed information and guidance see the Parish Safeguarding Handbook,
www.rochester.anglican.org/safequardindProduced by the National Safeguarding
Team, it is a comprehensive guide, summarising the key areas a parish need to
address with regards to safeguarding. All PCC members as well as all church leaders
undertake the Safeguarding training appropriate to their level of responsibility and
activity as set out in the House of Bishops Practice Guidance for Safeguarding
Training. During the year we ensured that General Data Protection Regulations were
followed in accordance with their introduction in 2018.

Our General Fund stands at £115,119 which approximates to just over our target of
50% of our average annual expenditure. The Church Repair Fund remains at
£120,758 (2024: £120,758). Several projects as identified in the quinquennial report
will be tackled in the coming year.

The PCC notes the £21,016 loss on investments (2024: gain of £21,742) but is very

pleased that overall, these accounts show a net surplus before gains/(losses) on
investments and gains on heritage assets of £33,543 (2024: deficit of £129).
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http://www.rochester.anglican.org/safeguarding/

OUR VISION, VALUES, AND MISSION

Guided by our vision to know Christ and make Him known, we seek to be a welcoming
and inclusive church where all people experience the love, grace, and compassion of
God.

Through worship, prayer, and learning together, we encourage discipleship and
spiritual growth so that each person is equipped to follow Jesus and help others do
the same.

Rooted in hospitality and forgiveness, we strive to love our neighbours and serve our
community with generosity and care. By sharing the good news of Jesus Christ
through service, outreach, and everyday relationships, we seek to transform lives and
make disciples who make disciples.

MISSION

To be the church in the community and the community in the church.

We are committed to working hard to be:
AN INCLUSIVE AND WELCOMING COMMUNITY OF FAITH

Structure, Governance, and Management

The method of appointment of PCC members is set out in the Church Representation
Rules. At St Nicholas, the membership of the PCC consists of the Parish Priest,
churchwardens, Deanery Synods representatives, and up to a maximum of 15
members (the maximum number allowed in any C of E church) elected by those
members of the congregation who are on the electoral roll of the church . All those
who attend our services / members of the congregation are encouraged to register on
the Electoral Roll and stand for election to the PCC.

The PCC members are responsible for making decisions on all matters of general
concern and importance to the parish including deciding on how the funds of the PCC
are to be spent. New members receive initial training into the workings of the PCC.

The full PCC usually meets 6 times during the year.

Given its wide responsibilities the PCC has a number of subgroups or Committees,
each dealing with a particular aspect of parish life.
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These committees are:

Standing Committee (statutory)
Finance Committee

Property Committee

Safeguarding Committee

Events Committee

Village Hall Development Committee
Village Hall Committee

Churchyard Team

ONOoOGR~WNE

Each is responsible to the PCC and each report back to it regularly with minutes or a
summary of their decisions, being received by the full PCC and discussed / ratified as
necessary.

Public Benefit

The Trustees (members of the PCC) take account of the Charity Commission general
gui dance on public benefit when reviewin
planned activities will meet that aim.

The Trustees believe that St Nicholasb Chur ch promotes the
Church of England in the Parish of St Nicholas, Chislehurst and beyond its
boundaries, including its pastoral, evangelistic, social and ecumenical aspects, and
that in so doing provides a benefit to the public by:

1 Providing facilities for public worship, pastoral care, and spiritual, moral and
intellectual development, both for its adherents and for everyone who wishes to
benefit from what the Church offers

1 Promoting Christian values and services by members of the Church in and to their
communities, to the benefit of individuals and society as a whole.

1 Maintaining the historic fabric and architectural heritage of the St Nicholas Church
building and grounds.

1 Providing a quiet space that is available daily to all members of the public.
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2025 in Photos

The Wedding Couple Tea February 2025
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Dea.r God
Please help me to be kind and helpful

Remind me to pray, remind me to thank You,
remind me to love You, always. AMEN
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ASh Wednesday STNICHOLAS A
5¢h March 2025 s

School Ash Wednesday Service
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The Collation

by The Right Reverend Simon Burton-Jones
Bishop of Tonbridge

and
The Induction and Installation
by The Venerable Allie Kerr
Archdeacon of Bromley and Bexley

of
The Reverend Rachel Vera Curley
to be
Rector of St Nicholas, Chislehurst

29" March 2025
at 11.30am

The Parish Church of Chislehurst, St Nicholas

Home Sweet Home

It was a good sandwich!
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Good Friday Service in High Streg




Easter Eve; Service of Light
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Admitting of Children to Holy Communion
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————— St Nicholas Church, Chisle

B -eme ] All Are Welcome at St Nicks
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The Di ocese of &
Leading Public Worship  course
equips individuals to lead worship
based on a Service of the Word. Itis §
designed for those who feel called to |
take on a more active role in leading
services within their parish on an Z=.
occasional basis. er

Upon completion, participants are
authorised to lead services up to 12
times a year, with the agreement of
their Incumbent and PCC, providing
both the confidence and practical
skills needed to lead worship faithfully and effectively.

We were thrilled when Charlie began this course, and Revd Rachel was delighted to
present his certificate to him at Pentecost, marking this important step in his ministry.

Fundraising Auctiowith Catherine Soutlon
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. It St Nicholas Church, we're building something special. e o
~ Each colourfun LEGO piece was placed by someone acdn NG
. inour conregation abright reminder {.at together . e )

wie're creating a community whei ¢ everyone P T dees oot

is loved and belongs. o QA




Back to School Sunday

Confirmation Service
At Prince George, Duke of Kent

Harvest Festival
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